


               Fa il u re  Cr i t e r ia  
 

      Hz    5 0 0*     1 00 0     20 00      4 0 00  
Chi ld  3 +  20 dB    20 dB    20 dB      20 dB 

  

Adul t s  25 dB    25 dB    25 dB    25 dB 
 

Age 6 5 +  40 dB    40 dB    40 dB    40 dB 

 

*  500 Hz is included only if t he ambient  no ise 
   can be made very low . 

STEP FIVE– OPTIONAL THRESHOLD DB CHECK FOR 
SUBJECTS 65 YEAR OF AGE OR OLDER

-   Even though 40 dB is the sound level screening standard for 
people 65 years and older, it is possible that a subject passing the 
40 dB level may not be able to hear the same sound if it is slightly 
softer.

-   Set the sound level to the threshold sound level.  The unit should 
be putting out a 25 dB tone at 1000 Hz with the lights showing as 
indicated in figure 2.

  
-   Repeat STEP THREE at the softer 25 dB sound level (red light 

should be off).

-   For each tone the subject could not hear at the 25 dB sound level 
it is a good idea to re-confirm that they did hear it at the 40 dB 
sound level.  You can “toggle” back and forth between the 40 dB 
and 25 dB sound levels by pressing and quickly releasing the 
40dB-Toggle button.

-   If a person 65 years or older can hear a 40 dB tone but not a 25 
dB tone, this means their hearing is not as good as a younger 
person.  This is normal.  The person administering the test should 
explain this to the subject and decide together if more detailed 
testing is needed.

STEP SIX– OPTIONAL PULSE CHECK

-   It is possible that some subjects think they hear a tone or say 
they hear a tone when they really don’t.  The “pulsing” capability 
of the OtoPulse unit helps to overcome this.

-   Scan the unit to 1000 Hz .

-   For subjects over the age of 65 activate the 40 dB sound level 
(red light on).

  
-   Repeat STEP THREE but for each frequency hold the “Scan” 

button down until the unit begins to pulse (yellow light starts 
flashing).

-   If the subject hears the tone pulsing they should mention this 
versus just hearing a constant tone.

-   If they don’t hear the pulsing they are not hearing the tone either 
and a possible hearing loss should be noted for that frequency.

COMMENT – Remember that holding the “Scan” button down 
won’t advance the unit to the next frequency.  To advance to the 
next frequency press and “quickly release” the Scan button.

STEP SEVEN– 40 DB TEST FOR SUBJECTS UNDER 
THE AGE OF 65

-   For any frequency a hearing loss was detected at the 
threshold sound level, you should also check if there is a 
hearing loss at the louder 40 dB sound level.  

-   Checking the 40 dB sound level gives an indication of the 
severity of the hearing loss. 

-   If a subject younger than 65 years of age can’t hear a 40 dB 
tone, there is a higher probability there is a hearing loss at 
that frequency.

-   Use the 40dB-Toggle button to set the sound level to 40 dB.  
The lights should be as indicated in figure 4.  

-   Repeat STEP FOUR for each frequency a hearing loss is 
suspected.

STEP EIGHT - REFER

-   Refer the subject for more detailed testing if a hearing loss is 
detected.
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